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not until they had separated that he learnt it was Dom Pedro.
Another little episode is worth recording. On his walks my brother had seen a little invalid boy sitting in front of a cottage. The boy seemed rather deserted, since his parents were occupied with the hay-harvest. Finally Nietzsche fell into the habit of passing the child almost every day and giving him sweets. He even took with him a little cloth, which he moistened at a neighbouring spring, to wipe the child's face. The parents said that the boy was happy all day in the anticipation that " the kind gentleman " would come. My brother made inquiries as to the nature of his malady, and promised that, if the child were taken to B&le, it should be cured at his expense. Immediately after his arrival in B&le Nietzsche actually made arrangements for placing the boy in an infirmary. He learnt, however, to his sorrow that the poor little fellow had died in the interim, saying all the time, " I shall soon be going to the kind gentleman."
It was now decided that we should return to B&le for the winter. I should have preferred him to resign his post there and then, but he was not to be persuaded. Accordingly he writes to Malwida : " I am resolved to go back to Bale in October and resume my old activities. I cannot endure to live without the idea of being useful; and the people of Bale are the only people who make me feel that I am of any use. My meditations and literary efforts, questionable as they are, have always made me ill; so long as I was really a scholar, I was In good health ; but then came nerve-shattering music and metaphysical philosophy, and worrying about a thousand matters that do not concern me in the least. Hence I want to be a teacher once more ; even if I cannot stand the work, I shall at least die at my post. I have told you Plato's conception of these matters."
These feelings, as has already been remarked, were